
Presidential 
Counsel and 
Deputy Executive 
Sec to Pres. Ramos

1998
Chief of Sta� & 
Spokesperson 
of VP GMA

2001

JRC: 
Disagreed

JRC: 
Disagreed

SC Ruling: 
Dismissed petitions 
to disqualify 
Fernando Poe, Jr.

SC Ruling: 
Mega-Pacific 
contract canceled 
for not undergoing 
public bidding

EXAMPLE A

EXAMPLE B Allegations questioning Fernando Poe Jr.'s 
Filipino citizenship during the 2004 
Presidential election

JRC’s partiality in the Mega Pacific contract decision

MEGA PACIFIC
Incorporated 11 days before the 
submission of bids

COMELEC 
(under Abalos)

Buys P1.3 Billion worth of 
Automatic-Computing Machines 
from Mega Pacific

1.3-BILLION 

A Primer on Chief Justice Renato Corona’s Impeachment Case
Who is Chief Justice Renato Corona? (JRC)

How is a Chief 
Justice appointed?

What is the Supreme Court?

20022010

What are the Duties of the Chief Justice?

MIDNIGHT CITY

Presidential 
Chief of Sta� 
of GMA

Appointed as an 
Associate of the SC 
in 2002 by GMA

23rd Chief Justice 
of the Supreme 
Court (SC) by GMA

The power to appoint the 
Chief Justice lies with the 
President, who makes the 
selection from a list of 3 
nominees prepared by the 
Judicial and Bar Council. 

“Two months immediately before the next presidential elections and up to the 
end of his term, a President or Acting President shall not make appointments, 

except temporary appointments to executive positions when continued 
vacancies therein will prejudice public service or endanger public safety.”

• Country’s highest judicial court, as well as the court of last resort
•The court consists of 14 Associate Justices and 1 Chief Justice.

appointed by GMA (9 year presidency)
appointed by 
P-Noy

JU
DIC

IAL & BAR CO
U

NCIL

Presides over the Supreme 
Court of the Philippines 
and is the highest judicial 
o�cer of the government 
of the Philippines

Chairman of 
the Judicial and 
Bar Council 

Required to 
personally certify 
every decision that is 
rendered by the 
Court

Presiding o�cer 
in any 
impeachment 
trial of the 
President

JU
DIC

IAL & BAR CO
U

NCIL

M A R C H  F E B A P R I L M AY J U N E  

Constitutional Ban on PGMA Appointments (2010)

 Elections

 GMA Appointment 
of Corona

Article 7, Section 15 of the 
Constitution on the Executive 
Department

“Whoever accepts an appointment that is unconstitutional becomes an accomplice 
in the unconstitutional act. That becomes a culpable violation of the Constitution 
which can be a subject of an impeachment”
Fr. Bernas, Constitutional Expert, January 2010

Christian Monsod, co-author of the 1987 Constitution, in March 2010

The Supreme Court made a mistake with allowing GMA to appoint the Chief 
Justice  and that the law was NOT ambiguous

Expert 
opinion

THE 8 ARTICLES OF IMPEACHMENT
Betrayal of public trust due to subservience to Pampanga Representative Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo 
during her presidency from the time of his appointment as Supreme Court justice to his midnight 
appointment as Chief Justice. 

PEOPLE’S INTEREST GMA’S INTEREST

JRC: 
Disagreed

Prime Minister
• Executive Power

• Elected by the Legislature
•Figurehead
President

LEGISLATIVE & 
EXECUTIVE

JUDICIAL

SC: Dismissed the 
case for failing to 
comply with the 
Constitutional 
requirements of 
conducting a 
people’s initiative

EXAMPLE C

PARLIAMENTARY SYSTEM

2 BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT

Lambino/ Sigaw ng Bayan vs. Comelec - a proposal called 
the “The People’s Initiative” to convert the government from 
presidential to parliamentary; thus, allowing GMA the 
opportunity to become the prime minister and evade the 
Constitutional prohibition on re-election as President

JRC: Disagreed, sided 
with Justice Tinga
  

SC: Proclamation is 
partly constitutional, 
partly 
unconstitutional

EXAMPLE D Presidential Proclamation No. 1017 declaring the country 
under a State of Emergency during a foiled coup d'etat in 2006

PRESIDENTIAL 
PROCLAMATION NO. 1017 

February 22

February 24

14 junior military officers were 
arrested for plotting a coup

JRC: Agreed

SC: Neri not liable 
for contempt for not 
appearing in Senate 
hearings on 
NBN-ZTE Deal, 
which was linked to 
Arroyo and her 
spouse, because his 
testimony is covered 
by executive 
privilege

EXAMPLE E Romulo Neri Vs. Senate

2 AM

February 25

Military vehicles were seen 
entering Fort Bonifacio at Taguig 
City, and then to Camp Aguinaldo

Puts the whole country under a State of 
Emergency in an attempt to quell the rebellion 

Moratorium on all school activities from 
elementary to college level

Cancelled all rally permits everywhere

Legalized arrest without a warrant

15 Criminal Investigation and Detection Group (CIDG) 
stormed into the o�ce of The Daily Tribune and took the 
mock-up copies of the Saturday paper “because it was a 
possible source of destabilization materials.” 

Romulo Neri, then Director General of the National 
Economic and Development Authority (NEDA), was invited 
by the respondent Senate Committees to attend their joint 
investigation on the alleged anomalies in the National 
Broadband Network (NBN) Project

T H E  L E A G U E  O F  C I T I E S  V.  C O M E L E C

N AVA R R O  V.  E R M I TA :  T H E  C R E AT I O N  O F  T H E  P R O V I N C E  O F  D I N A G AT  I S L A N D

The Court a�rmed its judgment after the Court denied a prohibited second motion 
for reconsideration filed by the 16 municipalities

The ruling became final 

Issued Subpoena Ad 
Testificandum to Neri, requiring 
him to appear and testify on 20 
November 2007

In a letter to the Senate 
Committee Executive Secretary 
Ermita cited that the Executive 
Privilege was needed to protect 
diplomatic and economic ties to 
China 

Neri no longer showed up for further 
hearings, and his non-appearance was by 
order of GMA, he cited that his testimony 
was a threat to national security and 
diplomatic matters.

Neri filed this present petition 
asking the Court to nullify both 
the Show Cause Letter and the 
Contempt Order

Found the explanation unsatisfactory, and later on issued an Order 
citing Neri in contempt and consequently ordering his arrest 
and detention at the O�ce of the Senate Sergeant-At-Arms until 
he appears and gives his testimony

NO - testimony NOT covered by 
Executive Privilege (6)

YES - testimony is covered by 
Executive Privilege (9)

11:30  AM

FREE 
PRESS

SENATE COMMITTEE 

SENATE COMMITTEE 

SENATE COMMITTEE 

1. Did the 
President 

follow up the 
NBN Project?

2. Did she 
direct him to 
prioritize it? 3. Did she 

direct him to 
approve the 
deal?

EXECUTIVE 
PRIVILEGE

NERI

NERI

SUPREME COURT

ERMITA

Culpable violation of the Constitution for non-disclosure of the statement of assets, 
liabilities and net worth

Undue closeness to Macapagal-Arroyo as shown by the appointment of the Chief Justice’s wife to a 
seat in the Bases Conversion and Development Authority

Betrayal of public trust and culpable violation of the Constitution when he issued a status quo 
order ante that had suspended the hearings of the House justice committee on the impeachment 
case against previous Ombudsman Merceditas Gutierrez.

Voting on the 16 cityhood cases and the creation of the province of Dinagat.

Creation of the ethics committee to look into the plagiarism case against SC Justice Mariano del Castillo, 
which resulted in clearing Del Castillo of any liability. 

Temporary Restraining Order on the travel ban on Mrs. Arroyo.

The SC excessively extended the benefit of PGMA’s health needs to GMA’s through merging 
their separate requests for a Temporary Restraining Order into one. 

GMA’s condition is 
not life-threatening

INCONSISTENCIES AND QUESTIONS OF URGENCY AND SINCERITY WITH 
GMA’S REQUESTS TO LEAVE THE PHILIPPINES

GMA planning to attend 
2 conferences abroad

A TRO is an injunction,  a form of Court Order, that requires either side of an 
ongoing case to do or refrain from doing certain acts. 

In the case of GMA, the DOJ issued a hold departure order to the Arroyo couple 
with relation to several criminal charges against them, to which the SC granted 
the Arroyo’s a TRO to be able to leave the country. 

Refusal to account for judicial development funds, special allowances and other court collections

Undisclosed property at the Fort: It has been reported that Respondent has, 
among others, a 300-sq. meter apartment in a posh Mega World Property 
development at the Fort in Taguig

accepted an 
appointment 

from GMA

Following the mass 
resignation Mrs. Corona 
got promoted

Baguio Mayor Bautista argued that the move 
to fire the employees of the JHMC was a 
violation of the rules of the City Council which 
protects the tenure of JHMC employees 

Improperly held o�ce at 
her Quezon City residence

MRS. 
CORONA

Board of the John Hay 
Management 

Corporation (JHMC).

JHMC wholly-owned 
subsidiary corporation of the 
Bases Conversion 
Development Authority 
(BCDA), a 
government-owned-and-
controlled corporation 
created under Republic Act 
No. 7227.

Board members and employees of 
the JHMC filed complaints of Acts 
of Negligence against Mrs. Corona

In preference to Mrs. Corona, GMA 
directed the resignation of the 
members of JMHC to present their 
courtesy resignations right away

“Judges shall not allow family, social, or other relationships to influence 
judicial conduct or judgment. The prestige of judicial o�ce shall not be 
used or lent to advance the private interests of others, nor convey or 
permit others to convey the impression that they are in a special position 
to influence the judge.”

CODE OF JUDICIAL CONDUCT 

Justice 
Opinion

“I believed then, as I believe now, that the Court, in issuing the said order, was 
overly intrusive with respect to a power that does not belong to it by restraining 
without hearing a co-equal branch of Government. This belief was made more 
acute by the fact that the order was voted upon in the morning of 14 
September 2010, without the benefit of a genuinely informed debate, since 
several members of the Court, myself included, had not yet then received a 
copy of the Petition.”JUSTICE SERENO

November 18, 2008

April 28, 2009

May 21, 2009

The Court declared as unconstitutional and void the conversion of 16 municipalities 
into cities due to failure to meet the legal requirements for income for cities under 
the Local Government Code

The Supreme Court reversed the December 21, 2009 decision and reinstated its 
original November 28, 2008 decisionAugust 24, 2010

February 15, 2011

February 10, 2010

May 18, 2010

October 10, 2011

The Court granted the motion for reconsideration, and 
reversed the reversal of the reversal of the original decision

Plagiarism was committed by Associate Justice Del Castillo with a case concerning 
the Philippine Government’s claims to the Japanese Government regarding the 
rape and abuse on the Filipina Comfort women during WW 2. 

In a move to protect Justice Castillo, JRC formed an 
Ethics Committee that decided if Castillo was guilty of 
the allegations. This is a violation of the Constitution 
because only the House of Representatives have the 
authority to make impeachable o�cers accountable. 

Cleared of the allegations 
of plagiarism 

Supreme Court had decided against the constitutionality of the 
creation of the Province of Dinagat Island

The judgment became final and executory, and an Entry of 
Judgment

Entry of Judgment is a ministerial act that records the absolute 
irrevocability of a decision of a court, after the same has 
become final and executory

Court then granted, paving the way for a reconsideration and 
reversal of the judgment which was already final

“Dinagat resurrected because the Court disregarded its 
own rules and established jurisprudential 
principles.”

Justice 
Opinion

Medical 
Opinion

JUSTICE BRION

JUSTICE DEL 
CASTILLO

THE CONSOLIDATION OF TWO PETITIONS IN ONE 

What is a Temporary Restraining Order?

JUSTICE DEL 
CASTILLO

DR. OLARTE

Docket 
Fees

JRC

“It seems incongruous for petitioner who has asked the 
Department of Justice and this Court to look with humanitarian 
concern on her precarious state of health, to commit herself to 
attend these meetings and conferences at the risk of worsening 
her physical condition”

Justice 
Opinion

JRC

SUPREME COURT

Aside from the provisions under the National Budget, the Supreme Court as a 
separate independent source of income through collecting docket fees from 
litigant filing. 

The Special Allowance for the Judiciary and the basic legal fees are part of a 
trust fund, the Judicial Development Fund (JDF).  

This fund is also used  for acquisitions, operations 
and maintenance of o�ce equipment and facilities. 

JRC allegedly failed and withheld the status of the JDF 
Funds and  SAJ collections to the Department of 
Treasury, amounting to P5.38 Billion

There are also allegations of misreporting funds amounting to P559 
Million worth of allowances, general fund and JDF from careless 
preparation of bank reconciliation statements

Violation of the policy of transparency, accountability 
and good governance.

Special Allowance for 
the Judiciary (SAJ)

Judicial Development 
Fund (JDF)

Basic 
Legal Fees

National 
Budget

“It is also constitutionally 
permissible for the 
President to exercise 
takeover powers even 
without Congressional 
approval in exceptional 
instances, subject only to 
judicial review.”

 used for 

 used for 

To increase the subsidies of the employees of the 
Judiciary to safeguard their independence in their 
leadership of Justice

“Corona lodged a high 78 
percent in favor of Arroyo”

-  N E W S B R E A K
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