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Back when our countrymen urged me to run for the Presidency, I already knew I would 
be inheriting many problems. I also knew that along with accepting their challenge came 
the responsibility to solve these problems.
One of the things we promised our people was a justice system where, at the very least, 
every crime had a corresponding penalty. From the very beginning, the nation expected 
me to stand at the forefront of holding Mrs. Arroyo accountable for the corruption that 
ran rampant and grew endemic allegedly under her administration.
We strived to establish this system by means of a Truth Commission. But our very first 
step was obstructed by the Supreme Court under Chief Justice Renato Corona. And 
though we could not agree with it, we sought to adhere to their decision—this, out of  
respect for the institution of the Supreme Court.
Soon after that, they tried to block the impeachment case against former Ombudsman 
Merceditas Gutierrez. Do the Supreme Court’s actions not strike us as a direct attack on 
our  Legislative  Branch,  which  has  impeachment  among  its  particular,  expressed 
powers? Let me emphasize this point: only the Legislative Branch holds the power to 
impeach—the Executive Branch cannot take part in this, and neither can the Judiciary. 
This is a fundamental element of our government’s system of checks and balances.
Let  us  revisit  the  Constitution,  which  divided  the  government’s  authority  into  three. 
According to Article VI, Sec. 1: “The legislative power shall be vested in the Congress of 
the Philippines which shall consist of a Senate and a House of Representatives, except 
to  the extent  reserved to the people by the provision on initiative and referendum.”  
According to Article VIII, Sec. 1: “The executive power shall be vested in the President  
of the Philippines.” And according to Article VIII, Sec. 1: “The judicial power shall be 
vested in one Supreme Court and in such lower courts as may be established by law.”
I apologize for repeating myself, but the point must be reiterated: The Legislative was 
hindered  from  performing  the  duties  involving  their  power  to  impeach—a  power 
particular to this branch. Before they could even set out to work, they were stymied, an 
erosion of their express authority. But, again, despite this, we accepted the decision—
and, fortunately, Mrs. Gutierrez voluntarily stepped down from her position.
We  had  even  advised  Congress  then,  advising  them  to  summon  great  calm  and 
temperance. As you can see, we have never been belligerent.
From the very start, many have commented on Mr. Corona’s partiality: he would surely 
subscribe to political patronage; his debt of gratitude is too great to the one who insisted 
on thrusting him into his position. But we endeavored to get along with the Supreme 



Court under Mr. Corona; we looked forward to—we hoped for—true justice to prevail 
over his allegiance to Mrs. Arroyo.
But what happened? On the 15th of November, despite our meticulous adherence to the 
law and to due process, the Supreme Court issued a TRO to enable Mrs. Arroyo to 
leave  the  country.  We  ask:  were  any  doctors  summoned  to  determine  her  actual  
condition and risks to her physical health, to gauge if her ailment was a life-and-death 
situation as had been claimed, before the SC issued the TRO? Does justice then, in this 
guise, mean upholding the “rights” of one, at the expense of the many and of the state? 
The TRO was approved without even hearing the side of government, and with great 
haste. They insisted on it even if Mrs. Arroyo failed to comply with conditions that the 
Supreme  Court  itself  set.  And  when  its  spokesperson  insisted  that  the  TRO stood 
despite  the  failure  to  meet  its  conditions,  the  Chief  Justice  didn’t  even  correct  his 
spokesperson.
With the manner in which Lady Justice’s blindfold has been repeatedly, brazenly ripped 
off,  we need to  ask ourselves:  for  how long must we bear  it,  up to  when must  we 
tolerate it, and how much longer can we be expected to be patient? In the face of such 
overwhelming evidence, can we have any illusion Mr. Corona can change? We have 
become convinced that when it comes to Mrs. Arroyo, Mr. Corona has lost the ability to 
distinguish between right and wrong. Our efforts would be worthless if, even before we 
reach the courts, the scales had already been tipped against us. The truth could not be 
clearer:  Mr.  Corona  was appointed  to  the  Supreme Court,  not  as  an instrument  of 
justice, but as a disciple of Mrs. Arroyo.
Indeed, they have enjoyed a lengthy association – as far back as when Mrs. Arroyo was 
Vice President, Mr. Corona was already a trusted member of her staff. Their personal 
and professional history appears to be sufficient motivation for Mr. Corona to repeatedly 
tarnish the integrity of the Supreme Court. Let me tell you now that I am not the one 
destroying his institution: by his refusal to hold Mrs. Arroyo accountable, Mr. Corona is 
leeching the Supreme Court of its honor and integrity.
         Yesterday, you, the members of the House of Representatives, collected enough 
signatures to pass the Articles of Impeachment against Mr. Corona. This has now been 
transmitted to the Senate, where he will be tried according to the processes provided for 
in our Constitution.
         The Legislative Branch has demonstrated its capacity to uphold the interests of 
the Filipino people without vacillations, with a dedication to their sworn duty, and with 
recognition of the suffering endured by our countrymen, whom you represent.
         Now, in the correct venue, Mr. Corona will  be given the chance to answer the 
charges against him and to account for his purported crimes. He will be tried according 
to a process that will reveal to the country the complete and unvarnished truth regarding 
his betrayal of public trust, and his shameless violations of the Constitution. Mr. Corona:  
before the House and in the Senate, it is time for you to face those from whom you 
derive your authority: the Filipino people.
         To this very day, the effects of Mr. Corona’s decisions on the ordinary Filipino have 
weighed heavily on my mind. Confusion reigns in the cities and municipalities affected 
by the indecision of  the Supreme Court  in  the case of  the League of  Cities of  the 
Philippines.  Take  note:  from  the  time  the  Supreme  Court  decided  to  nullify  the 
declaration of 16 municipalities as cities, they changed their decision countless times, 



reversing the reversal of the reversal of the original decision. Not only the LCP and their  
member-cities were rendered light-headed by this constant to-and-fro, but the ordinary 
Filipinos left hanging by this uncertainty. This has vexed the members of the LCP, such 
as  Mayor  Oca  Rodriguez,  who lost  200  million  pesos  from his  IRA,  and  who  was 
subsequently  forced  to  halt  the  construction  of  classrooms  in  San  Fernando, 
Pampanga. 100 million pesos was also removed from the funds of Puerto Princesa, 
while 50 million pesos was deducted from the IRA of Pagadian. In the space of 27 
months,  while  the  Supreme Court  went  back  and forth  on  their  decisions,  affected 
municipalities and cities were unable to plan programs and projects that would benefit  
their constituents, all because they were unsure of how much they would receive for 
their IRA.
         Similarly, one cannot help questioning the turnaround of the Supreme Court in the 
case of the Flight Attendants and Stewards Association of the Philippines (FASAP). In 
July of 2008, the Supreme Court decided that the firing of 1,400 members of FASAP 
was illegal. Consequently, PAL filed a motion for reconsideration on August 20, 2008. 
More than a year later, on October 2, 2009, the Supreme Court once again released a 
decision favoring FASAP; this was supposedly final, and “no further pleadings shall be 
entertained.” Despite this, on January 2, 2011, PAL filed yet again another motion for 
reconsideration, and on September 7 of that same year, the Supreme Court repeated: 
FASAP won. And yet a lawyer of PAL persisted in writing a letter to the Supreme Court. 
Can you guess what happened next? On October 4, they revoked their final resolution 
on the case and raffled it off once again. Imagine: it only took one letter from a lawyer of 
PAL for the Supreme Court to withdraw their decision on a case that had so many times 
already been decided upon. I ask you: where will the members of FASAP end up, with  
this kind of system in place?
Some of you may also recall my Executive Order No. 2, which was supposed to have 
nullified all of Mrs. Arroyo’s midnight appointees. Among this group is Mrs. Bai Omera 
Lucman, who was appointed to the National Commission on Muslim Filipinos. She was 
given a Status Quo Ante Order by the Supreme Court, and, until now, she remains in 
the  NCMF, where  she continues to  display  her  exceptional  talent  of  clinging to  her 
position.
Now,  what  has  Mrs.  Lucman achieved  in  office?  Here’s  an  example:  Saudi  Arabia 
offered us a maximum of 12,000 people per year who will be permitted to make the 
yearly pilgrimage to Mecca. To that, Mrs. Lucman responded with: “No, thank you, we’re 
fine with 4,000”—and after which, she proceeded to accept and take fees from 5,000 
applicants. So what happened next: I had to write a letter to the King of Saudi Arabia, 
embarrassing as it was, to request for an additional thousand visas, just so we could 
help our people who were unnecessarily troubled by the NCMF. And even if our request 
was a bit  late, out of  the kindness of Saudi Arabia’s King, they permitted 500 more 
people to do the pilgrimage. But what of the 500 others who weren’t given permission,  
but had already made payments to the NCMF?
Not  long ago,  unidentified  assailants  indiscriminately  shot  at  the  walls  of  an  NCMF 
office. I am hoping that this has nothing to do with Mrs. Lucman’s failure to competently 
run her office.  I  am wondering if  Mr. Corona has considered the implications of his 
decisions. Here we have Filipinos who are unable to practice their religion freely. Here 



we have the lives of the staff of the NCMF put in grave danger. All because of a decision 
made to keep a fellow Arroyo lackey in a position of influence.
Also,  can  we  really  expect  fair  and forthright  action  from Mr.  Corona—a man who 
prefers not to disclose his own Statement of Assets, Liabilities, and Net Worth? This is 
clearly required in Article XI, Sec. 17 of the Constitution: “A public officer or employee 
shall,  upon assumption of office and as often thereafter as may be required by law, 
submit a declaration under oath of his assets, liabilities, and net worth. In the case of 
the  President,  the  Vice-President,  the  Members  of  the  Cabinet,  the  Congress,  the 
Supreme Court, the Constitutional Commissions and other constitutional offices, and 
officers of the armed forces with general or flag rank, the declaration shall be disclosed 
to the public in the manner provided by law.” This is something we expect every year. 
When was the last time you saw a SALN from a Supreme Court magistrate?
All this is a clear and blatant abuse of the power granted to him by the people. We are 
now going through a process to put a halt to a single magistrate’s continued discrediting 
of the sacred institution that is the Supreme Court: an institution that the people count 
on to be a place where fairness and blind justice reign. We refuse to have our children  
and our children’s children inherit a Supreme Court that is a den of corruption.
It is heartening for me to see that though there may be some quarters that want to divert 
the discourse from the real issues, while there are those who want to cast doubt in the 
minds of our people, and who prefer to have us fight among ourselves, the support we  
are receiving from our people remains stronger than ever – and is even growing. I call 
on all of you to pay attention to the process as it unfolds. Let us be involved in the  
discussions, and cling to what is just.
What we are toiling for today is our future. This is a responsibility we have to ourselves, 
to our fellow Filipinos, and, most of all, those to whom we will bequeath this country. We 
only have one choice to make. We can choose to accept the current situation, which 
does not heed or respond to the needs of majority of our people. Or we can choose to 
push for change, and create and uphold a system in which those who commit crimes 
are punished, whoever they may be!!
Those that  benefited from the crooked system of  the past are trying desperately to  
maintain the status quo and to safeguard the riches they have amassed. Let us not 
allow them to tip the scales of justice in their favor. Let us not allow them to make 
“rights” out of what the Filipino people consider “wrongs.” We never wished for things to 
reach this point, but we can no longer overlook the suffering of our countrymen. We 
cannot turn our backs on the people and betray the oaths we all  took to serve this 
country.
After  this  is  done,  I  assure  all  of  you:  we  will  have  given  rise  to  a  more  durable 
institution, as opposed to the one weakened by the previous administration. This is what  
we will bequeath to our children. I firmly believe that we will prevail—because we are 
doing what is right, and because we have the best interests of the Filipino people in 
mind. So to all Filipinos who desire a holistic and meaningful change in the way things 
are in this country, I am telling you now: it is within our grasp. I can already see our 
shared triumph on the horizon, so long as we hold strong and commit ourselves to 
doing  what  is  right  and  what  is  just.  Remember  that  it  is  our  conscience  that  will  
ultimately guide us to where we wish to go.
Thank you very much.




